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Wolf Lake Connector

Eggers Woods

E G G E R S  W O O D S

Size: 246.1 acres
Current Owner: Forest Preserve District of Cook County
Site Description and Natural Quality: On the north border of Wolf Lake lies Eggers Woods, a

Cook County forest preserve. When combined with the contiguous 604-acre William Powers
Conservation Area, this is the largest block of publicly protected open space currently within the
Calumet Open Space Reserve. It provides significant habitat for birds and the wetlands on the 
property support seven or eight breeding pairs of yellow-headed blackbirds. Eggers Woods’ wood-
lands, savannas and meadows are significant additions to the diversity of natural communities within
the Reserve. The savannas are among the highest quality natural habitat remnants in the area. The
City of Chicago acquired over three acres of land to the west of Eggers Woods in 2001 through the
tax delinquency process. The land contains a degraded wetland and is separated from Eggers Woods
by utility rights-of-way, but the land could be used to buffer the Forest Preserves holdings.

Environmental Issues: No information available. 
Land and Water Restoration: Control of invasive species and planting of natives would

improve the habitat. More study is needed on the nesting needs of yellow-headed blackbirds so the
wetland can be improved to bolster their population, which is declining within the Calumet Open
Space Reserve. Rehabilitation of the City-owned wetland and landscape management of the right-
of-way areas would provide a quality buffer for the larger habitat area.

Recreation and Amenities: Hiking, picnicking and nature observation are currently available.
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Indian Creek

I N D I A N  C R E E K

Size: 26.8 acres
Current Owner: CenterPoint Properties and other private owners.
Site Description and Natural Quality: Indian Creek stretches more than a mile from Wolf

Lake to the Calumet River. The channel varies in width from 40 to 50 feet. The water can flow
either toward the river or the lake, depending on current elevations of Lake Michigan and Wolf
Lake. The creek is located within an area slated for industrial development.  A lake sturgeon was
reportedly caught in Indian Creek in the late 1990s. When the entire creek is improved, it could
become the primary corridor of access for sturgeon to spawn in a restored Wolf Lake.

Environmental Issues: Indian Creek’s water is affected by contamination on either side of the
creek. Water is slightly alkaline.

Land and Water Restoration: Stream management experts from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Forest Service proposed reconfiguring Indian Creek with riffles, pools and meanders
to support the plants, insects and fish that depend on these features for habitat. When CenterPoint
Properties developed the new Ford campus along Indian Creek in 2003, the company mitigated for
wetland loss by restoring the north-south leg of Indian Creek entering the Calumet River. 

Recreation and Amenities: A bike trail along the north-south leg of Indian Creek is recom-
mended.  It would be a key component in a trail system connecting the Burnham Greenway and
Wolf Lake to the Calumet River via the 126th Street Connector.  If creek water quality is
improved and access provided, fishing would be possible.



Burnham Greenway

B U R N H A M  G R E E N W A Y

Size: Five miles long
Current Owner: Various public agencies
Site Description and Natural Quality: This trail provides bicyclists and hikers with access 

to Eggers Woods, Wolf Lake and Powderhorn Marsh & Prairie. The Burnham Greenway is a 
critical link to connect proposed trails in the Calumet area with the popular path along the Lake
Michigan shoreline. The Burnham Greenway is also a component of the 500-mile Grand Illinois
Trail that will loop around northern Illinois, providing a continuous trail to the Mississippi River.
The segment from Indianapolis Boulevard to Avenue O is complete.

Environmental Issues: No information available.
Land and Water Restoration: Complete trail and make other trail connections.
Recreation and Amenities: Burnham Greenway is a biking and hiking trail.

H Y D E  L A K E  W E T L A N D S

Size: 28.1 acres
Current Owner: City of Chicago and private owners
Site Description and Natural Quality: Hyde Lake once occupied hundreds of acres. But over

the course of several decades in the 20th century, slag was deposited in its waters. The lake, once
large and pure, was gradually loaded with so much slag that all that remains today is 12 acres of
degraded wetland. The existing marsh is heavily inundated with non-native purple loosestrife, an
invasive weed, that is choking out most native species of wetland plants. On higher ground are
fields with Eurasian grasses and small patches of land with native grasses.

Environmental Issues: Slag is found throughout the area.
Land and Water Restoration: In a Supplemental Environment Project settlement between U.S.

EPA and the Sherwin-Williams paint company, the company agreed to pay $150,000 to help
restore Hyde Lake Wetlands. Control of purple loosestrife and revegetating the marsh and fields
with native plants is a high priority. Restoration began in 1999 with a controlled burn and the
release of beetles that help control purple loosestrife. Removal of non-native shrubs began in 2001.

Recreation and Amenities: Hiking trails and wildlife observation areas have been designed.
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West Shore

Lake Calumet Unit

Lake Calumet is the defining geographical feature for the entire area encompassed within the
Calumet Open Space Reserve. The region is often called simply “Lake Calumet.” The Lake Calumet
Unit includes the lake itself and its surrounding lands, including the Harborside International Golf
Center.

LAKE CALUMET AND GULL ISLAND

Size: Open water and 3.9 acre island
Current Owner: Illinois International Port District owns Gull Island
Site Description and Natural Quality: Lake Calumet itself is the most significant ecological asset

for this unit. Its large scale is an important ecological feature, and the waters support more than 20
species of fish. Ducks, geese and other birds can be found on the lake year-round. Illinois’ largest nest-
ing colony for ring-billed gulls is located on a dock behind an abandoned incinerator. In this area,
called Gull Island, over 5,000 pairs of gulls have made nests and raised their young in recent years.
Rare falcon-like seabirds called jaegers have occasionally been spotted harassing the gulls in an
attempt to seize their eggs or young birds; the presence of the jaegers is an additional bonus for bird-
ers and for the biodiversity of the Reserve. The site’s location has helped protect the gulls from
disturbance. The Illinois International Port District has taken steps to protect Gull Island for the
gulls.

Environmental Issues: No information available.
Land and Water Restoration: While industrial uses on the east and south portions of the lake will

continue, conservation and shoreline enhancement should progress on the remainder of the lake.
Protection of marshes and upland areas that flow into Lake Calumet would greatly improve water
quality. Native landscaping along Interstate 94 could help filter runoff of water from the highway
before it reaches the lake.

Recreation and Amenities: Fishing and bird watching are popular.

WEST SHORE OF LAKE CALUMET

Size: 90.9 acres 
Current Owner: Illinois International Port District
Site Description and Natural Quality: The West Shore of Lake Calumet is particularly wild

although the land consists mostly of fill. A line of trees buffers the site from the expressway to the
west. Mud flats of the northern section and woods and meadows provide important habitat for birds.
They are likely also to be good habitat for amphibians, reptiles and other species of wildlife.

Environmental Issues: This area was filled by the Port District with bricks, asphalt and other 
construction debris.

Land and Water Restoration: Upland areas should be restored with native vegetation and the
shoreline contoured to allow plants to grow and to control erosion.

Recreation and Amenities: Hiking trails and wildlife observation areas could be established.



20

calumet open space  reservecalumet open space  reserve

C A L U M E T  G A T E W A Y

Size: 89.9 acres
Current Owner: Illinois International Port District
Site Description and Natural Quality: Calumet Gateway could become a home base for tourists

and other visitors to the Harborside International Golf Center and the Calumet Open Space
Reserve. The site is visible and easily accessible from the Bishop Ford Expressway and it is close to
the historic neighborhood of Pullman and the golf course.

Environmental Issues: This area was filled with bricks and other construction debris.
Land and Water Restoration: Because of the wildness of the adjacent West Shore special care

should be given to landscaping with native plants and maintaining a natural character as much
as possible, especially near the water’s edge.

Recreation and Amenities: Any new development should provide public recreational facilities
that buffer the nearby natural areas, support critical habitats, and provide access to Lake Calumet.

E A S T  S H O R E  O F  L A K E  C A L U M E T

Size: 38.8 acres
Current Owner: Illinois International Port District
Site Description and Natural Quality: The only pier in Lake Calumet that is completely

devoid of industrial development is located here. Land is degraded with extensive growth of
weedy trees and shrubs.

Environmental Issues: No information available.
Land and Water Restoration: Illinois International Port District has proposed uses for this land

that include a golf course extension or boat storage. Alternatively, the land could be further 
isolated so that waterbirds might select the pier as a safe place to nest.

Recreation and Amenities: Any new development should provide public recreational facilities
that buffer the nearby natural areas, support critical habitats, and provide access to Lake Calumet.

Calumet Gateway
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Harborside Marsh to the left,

Harborside International Golf

Center to the right

Harborside International Golf Center

H A R B O R S I D E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  G O L F  C E N T E R

Size: 442.2 acres
Current Owner: Illinois International Port District
Site Description and Natural Quality: Chicago’s municipal solid waste, incinerator ash and

wastewater sludge are buried beneath the greens of Harborside International Golf Center. Since
1996, the land has been home to a 36-hole golf course with bent grass tees, fairways and greens.  
The Scottish links design has made Harborside one of the most demanding and popular golf
courses in the U.S. and demonstrates how a former landfill can be transformed and used to 
generate revenue.

Environmental Issues: No information available.  
Land and Water Restoration: The Illinois International Port District is currently incorporating

habitat enhancement principles developed by National Audubon in its landscape management
activities.

Recreation and Amenities: Golfing is the main activity; no changes are anticipated.

H A R B O R S I D E  M A R S H

Size: 140.2 acres
Current Owner: Illinois International Port District
Site Description and Natural Quality: Harborside Marsh is a portion of Lake Calumet that has

been diked off from the larger part of the lake by a small berm. It consists of 135 acres of open water
and some man-made wetlands along the shores. Nearly half of more than two miles of shoreline are
adjacent to golf course greens, fairways and sand traps.

Environmental Issues: No information available. 
Land and Water Restoration: Shoreline restoration is needed to slow erosion, and native

species should be planted to improve habitat and hold soil. The 16-acre dike should be managed
with the rest of the marsh. 

Recreation and Amenities: Wildlife observation is the main recreational activity.



Powderhorn Prairie Expansion
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Grand Calumet River Unit

The Grand Calumet River Unit contains the highest quality protected natural area in the
Calumet Open Space Reserve. Because the unit is isolated further development of the Burnham
Greenway and Kensington Bikeway is critical to link it with the rest of the reserve. 

P O W D E R H O R N  L A K E  A N D  P R A I R I E

Size: 185.9 acres
Current Owner: Forest Preserve District of Cook County
Site Description and Natural Quality: This Cook County forest preserve is an excellent 

remnant of the dune and swale topography that once characterized the southern shores of Lake
Michigan. On its higher ridges are little bluestem and porcupine grass along with prickly pear 
cactus, sand milkweed and a brilliant yellow flower called hairy puccoon. In the lower swales are
cordgrass, sedges and blue joint grass. These species are typical of high quality marshes and wet
prairies. In some cases, cacti and cattails are only several paces apart as natural communities grade
into one another along the slopes of the ridges. Blanding’s turtles, listed as a threatened species in
Illinois, still survive at Powderhorn Marsh and Prairie. Franklin’s ground squirrels, which require
grassland for habitat, can also be found here.

Environmental Issues: No information available.
Land and Water Restoration: Continuation of ecological restoration work is the highest priority.

Stormwater runoff from adjoining land uses should be mitigated. Another high priority includes the
acquisition of an additional 54 acres west of Powderhorn, where dune and swale topography 
continues and native plants survive.

Recreation and Amenities: Facilities existing at Powderhorn include a parking lot, boat launch
and portable restrooms. Permanent restrooms and designated hiking trails would be appropriate
improvements.

Powderhorn Lake
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134th Street Marsh

Burnham Prairie
BURNHAM PRAIRIE

Size: 82.3 acres were recently acquired and another 35 are in process of being acquired
Current Owner: Forest Preserve District of Cook County; private
Site Description and Natural Quality: Burnham Prairie is a high quality prairie with diverse

populations of plants, butterflies and other insects in what was widely considered one of the most
important unprotected natural areas in Illinois. The 35-acre Burnham Prairie Addition will pro-
vide a buffer to the important natural areas. The 32-acre Cattail Marsh to the east is inaccessible
to vehicular traffic. The site could be acquired upon completion of the Burnham Greenway which
could provide access to the site.

Environmental Issues: No information available.  
Land and Water Restoration: Active ecological restoration of Burnham Prairie is critical to

improve the health of the existing natural community and to combat invasive plants. An environ-
mental and ecological rehabilitation strategy would need to be developed for the 73 acres north of
the prairie along the Grand Calumet River that contains slag.

Recreation and Amenities: Burnham Prairie will be used as a nature preserve with recreational
activities limited to hiking, bird watching and other low-impact pursuits. In the recommended
expansion site to the west, a canoe launch could be established. This location would provide 
paddlers a safe place to access the Little Calumet River by avoiding the O’Brien lock and the heavy
industrial shipping of the Calumet River. A small parking lot could be built. 

134TH STREET MARSH

Size: 30.7 acres
Current Owner: Private
Site Description and Natural Quality: This marsh parcel could connect the William Powers

Conservation Area with Powderhorn Lake and Prairie. The land and marsh are overgrown and
degraded, but protecting it would create a wildlife corridor for passing from one portion of the
Reserve to the next.

Environmental Issues: No information available.
Land and Water Restoration: Acquisition, then ecological management are the priorities.
Recreation and Amenities: A bike trail could be constructed.
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Connections

Wandering through the Calumet Open Space Reserve will provide an opportunity different from
many other habitat preserves.  The journey between the large parcels will take the visitor through
Chicago neighborhoods, across 19th century bridges and by state-of-the-art industry.  The traveler
will have the opportunity to stop at local restaurants, observe ocean-going vessels from around the
world and remnants of Chicago’s steel making heyday.  A complex of bike trails, lanes and routes will
be available for the explorers.

Three types of bikeways are used in Chicago:

• Trails—dedicated rights of way separated from the road for use by bicyclists, walkers, runners,
skaters.  Pavement, gravel, aggregate or other materials can be used for the trail.

• Bike Lanes in the Public Way—5–6 foot sections on each side of the street reserved for 
bicycle use.  Special pavement marking and signs identify the lanes. 

• Bike Routes—shared lanes of traffic for both cars and bicycles.  Routes serve as connectors
between trails and bike lanes and also provide directions to destinations with special signs.  

The Connections Map shows existing trails, bike lanes and bike routes in and around the Calumet
Open Space Reserve.  The Calumet Bi-State Region map shows how those trails connect to areas
beyond Chicago.  There are two major trails on either side of the Reserve, the Burnham Greenway
and the Major Taylor Trail.  The Burnham Greenway lies to the east and connects Wolf Lake to
Eggers Woods and will eventually link those sites to the lakefront path and south suburban forest 
preserves.  The Major Taylor Trail lies to the west of the Reserve connecting forest preserves to the
north and south.  The right of way for both trails was purchased by the City of Chicago.

A number of north-south and east-west bike routes already exist in the Calumet area connecting
neighborhoods to the Burnham and Major Taylor Trail, cultural facilities and public transit hubs.  

With this existing bike path infrastructure in place, a series of facilities and routes is proposed for
the Calumet Open Space Reserve.  Outlined on the Proposed Bike Connections Map are the 
proposed routes with reference to the approved planning documents where detailed information can
be found about them. 

calumet open space  reserve



City of Chicago

Honorable Richard M. Daley, Mayor

Department of Planning and Development
Lori T. Healey, Commissioner
Nelson Chueng
Kathleen E. Dickhut
Marilyn Engwall
Anne Jaluzot
Kathleen Nelson
Jeanne Reinhardt
Peter Strazzabosco

Sustainable Development Challenge Grant Partners

Department of Environment
Sadhu Johnston, Commissioner
Nicole Kamins
Suzanne Malec

Openlands Project
Gerald Adelmann, Executive Director
Ders Anderson
Joyce O'Keefe

Southeast Chicago Development Commission
Lynne Cunningham, President

Calumet Area Industrial Commission
Jorge Perez, Executive Director

Consultants Contributing to the Calumet Land Use Plan

Photography
Chris Faust

Illustrations
Walter Marcisz

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, LLP
Philip Enquist
Christopher Hall
Peter Kindel

Studio V Design, Inc.
Sarah Anderson
Laura Budrow
Mouli Marur
Erica Rendall
Juli Ann Sprunger
Pooja Vukosavich

Wolff Clements and Associates, Ltd.
Bill Schmidt
Michelle Wallpe
Ted Wolff

Writer
Jill Riddell

Calumet Open Space Reserve

Produced by 
City of Chicago
Department of Planning and Development
121 N. LaSalle Street, Room 1003
Chicago, IL 60602
(312) 744-1074
www.cityofchicago.org/dpd
December, 2005

25

calumet open space  reserve

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S
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Notes: This document is one of three pertaining to land use in the Calumet Region. Others
published as part of this same planning effort include the Calumet Area Land Use Plan adopt-
ed by the Chicago Plan Commission on February 14, 2002 and the Calumet Design Guidelines
adopted on March 11, 2004.  Both documents are available by contacting the Department of
Planning and Development.

For lands currently owned by the Chicago Park District, Forest Preserve District of Cook
County and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources the officially designated site name is
used.  The official name is also used for the golf course owned by the Illinois International Port
District.  For all other sites the names are those commonly used by the local community or
names assigned for identification purposes by the City of Chicago Department of Planning and
Development.

The photographs that appear in this document were taken in 1996, 1997 and 2000.  The 
earlier photos were commissioned by the Southeast Chicago Development Commission for a
1997 lecture and exhibit sponsored by the Graham Foundation entitled “The Lake Calumet
Region:  The Juxtaposition Between the Natural and Built Environment.”
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